The Rise of Stalin  -  Stalin V Trotsky


When Lenin died there was no clear idea of who would succeed him.  Most people within the party expected Trotsky to take over.  Few people would have expected Stalin to emerge victorious.  The fact that he did so is down partly to the miscalculations and personality weaknesses of Trotsky and partly to the single-mindedness of Stalin and his ability to use his positions in the party and the circumstances he encountered to his own advantage.

Heinemann Cpt 8.
1.  When did Lenin die?  p71

2.  Why was there uncertainty over who should succeed Lenin?   p71

3.  What kind of personality did Stalin have?   p71

4.  Why was Stalin considered by Lenin and by his colleagues as an unlikely 

     future leader?  (make sure to cover Stalin in Georgia)   p72

5.  What were Trotsky’s strengths?  p73

6.  What factors worked against Trotsky’s acceptance by other Bolsheviks?   p72-3

      (consider his personality, background and actions)

7.  If your notes so far have not already covered the points in the box on page 74 then 

     copy it out.   

8.  Make a table showing the different positions held by Stalin, when he got that 

     position and how it helped him to increase his influence in the party.  It is 

     particularly important to cover in detail his position as General Secretary.   p75-76

	Year
	Position
	How it helped Stalin to increase his influence

	
	
	


9.  What was the ‘Lenin Enrolment’ and how did it help to extend Stalin’s influence 

     in the party?  p77

10. How did Stalin take advantage of Lenin’s funeral to advance his position, and how 

     did Trotsky lose out?   p77-8

11.What was ‘Lenin’s Testament’ and why was Stalin able to ensure that it was not 

     made public?  p78-9

12. How did Stalin present himself as Lenin’s heir?   p79

13. Why did Trotsky criticize the growth of party democracy and what effect did his 

      have on his support within the party?  p79-80

14.  How was Stalin able to use Lenin’s rule against factionalism to isolate 

      Trotsky?  p80

